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Résumé

THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUSINESS INVESTMENT BY
GENERAL TRADING FIRMS AND THE GLOBALIZATION
OF JAPANESE ENTERPRISES: NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENERGY

Masato NAKAMURA

The Japanese general trading firms are large companies in the field of merchandise
trade. They have several divisions, for example, food, heavy machinery, energy
resources, and construction. This paper considers the five major trading companies,
Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Sumitomo, C. Itoh, and Marubeni, whose networks of branch
offices cover world.

The original business areas of these firms were domestic and international trade,
but business investment has increased especially in the areas of natural resources and
energy.

In this paper, we examine four examples of general trading firms' operations in
Asia: natural gas development in Brunei and Malaysia, the production and distribution
of livestock products in Japan, the construction of social infrastructure in developing

countries, and IPP (production and sales of electric power) in the Philippines.
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